Clayton/ Deer Park Historical Society Minutes, July 13, 2024, at 316 East Crawford on A Street, Deer Park (Margaret and East A Street)


In attendance: Mary Jo Reiter, Rachelle Fletcher, Bill Sebright, Mike Wolfe, John Odynski, Virginia Odynski, Wally Parker,  Mike Reiter, Larry Bowen, Dan Stansbury, Leo Zimmerer, Bonnie Weaver, Bill Phipps, C. E. Burris, Tracy Strong, Andrea Evans Davis, Warren Strong, Don Williams,  Shelah Riggins, Frank Hollingshead, and Tom Costigan. 


Society President Bill Sebright called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  He reported that: 1) Ed Schierholz sent back the check he was sent for the mailing of the Prestini painting “Horses in the Snow.” Ed said he was just happy to have it some place where it would be appreciated.  2) Marny Burdega said she has a bid of $900 for the plaque to go with the Stag Head. That's double what she expected. 3) Robert Fischbach called. He has some letters that belonged to his Grandfather, Charles Huffman from 1931. Charles was the Clayton rural mail carrier for many years, with horse and mail wagon. 5) The forms are filled out for our booth at Settlers. We need volunteers to set up and be at the booth. 

Society Vice President- No one has stepped forward to become Vice President.
            Society Treasurer Mark Wagner reported by email: The main checking account ended the month at $24,138.09. Checks written were $1,825.00 to DPHS DECA, $50.00 to Bill Sebright and $128.00 to Barb Frye. There were deposits of $400.00. The web hosting account ended the month at $1,331.21 with a $17.25 withdrawal for web hosting. The Brickyard Day account is $2,272.13. The Eagle fund account is $5,411.65. 


Society Secretary Tracy Strong: No report.

Webmaster Damon Smathers reported by email: Issue #6 - Letters/Brickbats has been uploaded to the website. It can be found and downloaded here: https://cdphs.org/lettersbrickbats---newsletters.html. We also had a website inquiry as to the origins of the home located at 303 E 6th St. The rumor is that it was possibly Deer Park's first hospital. The building shows to have been built circa 1910. We will be doing some research on this.  

Facebook Page Administrator Shauneen Flugel reported by email: 1) We have reached 7,600 people in the last month. 2) I will be working on past and present videos over the next couple weeks and Mike has sent some great ideas! Thanks! 3) Also thank you to all that helped Rick Johnson with information about his relatives (Enright, Burke) that lived in the area. 4) In August, I will start promoting our subscription for $ .99 a month. We currently have raised $4.59. Shauneen is at a family reunion today. 

Letters/Brickbats editor Wally Lee Parker reports: Members attending today’s meeting will have access to a limited number of print copies of issue #6 of the Society’s newsletter.  This issue has been available on the website for several weeks now.  Those picking up a hard-copy of the newsletter will notice something within has changed, hopefully for the better.  This current issue includes a story regarding the donation of several of Leno Prestini’s art tiles.  We have some details regarding a Deer Park area resident’s nation-wide newspaper solicitation for a wife – that taking place in 1894.  And we outline some research into the background of Leno Prestini’s 1960 painting, “Old Deer Park – 1910.”  The next issue of the newsletter should be out in time for the August meeting.  If all goes as expected, that will include an email from always articulate Society member Ken Westby responding to certain aspects of the “Old Deer Park – 1910” article in newsletter #6.  We’ll also include some data regarding the nature of online access to the Northwest Room’s archive at the main branch of downtown Spokane’s public library, along with a review of issues involving the downloading and use of Gordon Daggett’s 1908 photos of Deer Park’s Arcadia project.  Then too, there will be a discussion of the donation to the Society of a vintage 1905 Spokane County map, said donation by Deer Park High School graduate Carolyn Knapp-Nelson and the Knapp family.  As a caution, since the next issue is still under construction – meaning not yet set in concrete – its published form may contain a little more or a little less than the above suggests.  Please note, scripts for consideration on topics in some way related to anything from the deep to shallow history of this and nearby areas are always welcomed by this publication.  
             Mike Reiter reported: 1) That Wyatt Zimmerer has 4 uprights in place for the Eagle cover. 2) He was working on a “then and now” picture for Young's Grocery Store. He is having trouble finding where it is today. Wally and he are researching it.
Sue Kelsch suggested that we start a GoFundMe account to raise money for the Eagle cover.  Mike Wolfe moved and Andrea seconded that we start a GoFundMe account to pay for the Eagle cover. After discussion it was passed unanimously.
Dan bought links to find out information on the Short family. 
Mary Jo showed a book of “Deer Park Trough the Decades.
Rachelle brought an old picture of Dr. Slater's house.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, August 10, 2024, at 10:00 AM at our building. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:15 AM.


Minutes submitted by Tracy Strong, Secretary. 

