Clayton/ Deer Park Historical Society Minutes, March 9, 2024, at 316 East Crawford on A Street, Deer Park (Margaret and East A Street)


In attendance: Bill Sebright, Mike Wolfe, John Odynski, Virginia Odynski, Bill Phipps,  Warren Strong, Mary Jo Reiter, Rachelle Fletcher, Mark Wagner, Wally Parker, Rick Osterback, Roberta Reiter, Mike Reiter, Damon Smathers, Gary Prewitt, Marie Morrill, Dan Stansbury, Shelah Riggins, Frank Hollingshead, and Tom Costigan. 


Society President Bill Sebright called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  He reported that: 1) Joyce Adamson Beity emailed pictures of her Mom in front of and her Dad in back of Gambles Hardware store. In 1949 they bought Gambles Hardware in the store several doors south of the drug store at the corner of Main and First. When Yokes moved to their new store Adamsons opened the Western Auto Store in the old Yokes Store next to the drug store. They were there until they sold to the Parkins in 1968. (pictures were passed around). 2) He received a call from Morgan O'Keefe. She was asking about some pictures of her relatives in the Valley section of the Website. He forwarded her email to the Valley Historical Society. 3) Deron Schroeder said that the mosaic Stag head from the entryway of the second high school is getting damaged. It's now located by the south entrance of the Middle School. Deron would like to see it moved. He contacted Steve Howard about moving it to our CDPHS building. He hasn't heard anything. 4) He called the Opendoor Church, talked to Marilyn Strong Taylor and asked if they have a copy of From Whence they Came by William Short, Jr. that we could borrow. He hasn't heard back yet.

Society Vice President- No one has stepped forward to become Vice President.


Society Treasurer Mark Wagner reported: The main checking account ended the month at $19,627.50. Total deposits were $260.00 The web hosting account ended the month at $1,400, with a withdrawal of $17.25 for web hosting. The Brickyard Day account is $1,894.42. The Eagle fund account is $9,154.65. 


Society Secretary Tracy Strong: Is in the hospital. She figures to be home by tomorrow. Get well soon, Tracy!

Webmaster Damon Smathers reported:  1) We added 2 new photos to the website. One photo was of Ray Adamson behind the Gambles Hardware Store in Deer Park in the 1950’s. The other was Norma Adamson in front of Gambles Hardware Store in December 1951. 2) I did a few hours worth of research on George Crawford, including finding several newspaper clippings from the late 1800’s and early 1900’s from his time in Deer Park and Minnesota. We are attempting to find a clear photo of Mr. Crawford, but so far we only have a low quality image from his time in Deer Park at the Short Boarding House. The search continues.  Mike Reiter, Carolyn Knapp Nelson, and Wally Parker have found some very interesting information on George Crawford, Peter Kelly and other “founding members” of Deer Park.

Facebook Page Administrator Shauneen Flugel reported: No report.

Letters/Brickbats editor Wally Lee Parker reports: For the past three or so weeks I’ve been working on a script regarding the history of George Crawford and his family in Deer Park.

Hopefully that will be in print and online within the next two weeks. That said, I’ll be returning

to the next segment of Eddie Olson’s recollections of the Clayton Brick Plant in a later issue.
             Mike Reiter has been working on collecting photos of prominent people and places in early Deer Park. So far collected are photos of William Hodges Short (still looking for a photo of his father William Hopkins Short), early lumber yard, early Congregational Church. We are still missing a photo of George Crawford, a photo of Pete Kelly, three photos of Pete Kelly’s store, Louis Olson and his hotel. He contacted the Catholic Church members to see if there might be any records of Pete Kelly donating the land for the cemetery. Friday, Roberta and Mike went in and tidied up the building and hung the pictures. Rachelle Fletcher from DP Printing printed the pictures for us at no charge. 

Shel Riggins volunteered to look into grants for covering the Eagle and building a museum building.
            Mike Wolfe brought a program from the dedication of the Deer Park Airport. 


Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, April 13, 2024, at 10:00 AM at our building. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:03 AM.


Minutes submitted by Bill Sebright, acting secretary. 

